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COMMISSION TO VISIT HONEY CREEK RESORT STATE PARK 
THURSDAY 
 

MORAVIA – Members of the Natural Resource Commission will meet at the 
Rathbun Fish Hatchery to receive an update of the $40 million Honey Creek Resort State 
Park at 1 p.m., on Aug. 2.  The meeting is open to the public.  

 
“This is a large project and our commission is investing its time outside of their 

normal commitments to stay informed and educated about the project status,” said Terry 
Montgomery, project manager for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.   

 
The meeting includes a discussion on the project history as well as the current 

status and presentations by local stakeholders. The commission will also tour the site. 
 
Members of the commission are Kim Francisco, Elizabeth Garst, Carol Kramer, 

Lennis Moore, Gregory Drees, Janelle Rettig and William Bird.  The Director of the 
DNR is Richard Leopold.  
 

### 
 
 
 
 
 



DNR INVITES IOWANS TO LEARN ABOUT LAKE DARLING 
RESTORATION AT AUGUST 8 MEETING 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: Don Kline, Lake Darling Fisheries Biologist, at (319) 694-2430 
or Mike McGhee, DNR Lake Restoration, at (515) 281-6281. 
 

BRIGHTON — Major changes are taking place at Lake Darling to improve water 
quality, and the DNR is inviting Iowans to learn more at an Aug. 8 meeting. 

 
Dr. John Downing from Iowa State University will explain the lake assessment 

process, speak about watershed improvement and lake restoration efforts, and discuss the 
next steps for improving Lake Darling. 

 
The DNR will hold the meeting at Brighton City Hall, located at 100 E. 

Washington St. Appetizers will be served at 5 p.m. with presentations beginning at 5:30 
p.m. 

 
Water quality in the lake has already seen a boost from the Lake Darling 

Watershed Project, which works with landowners to install conservation practices that 
keep pollutants from reaching the lake. Since 2001, the project has reduced the amount of 
sediment reaching the lake by about 3,500 tons per year. Put 3,500 tons of soil in dump 
trucks, and you’d have a line of trucks more than a mile long.  

 
The project continues to improve the land and the lake by further reducing the 

amount of pollutants — such as sediment, bacteria and nutrients — that reach the lake.  
 
Building on these land-based efforts, lake restoration work in Lake Darling will 

continue to improve the lake’s water quality.  
 
“It’s critical that we have watershed projects in place first, and the folks in the 

Lake Darling watershed are doing a great job,” said Mike McGhee, the DNR lakes and 
rivers project coordinator. “Restoration can be expensive, and we want to make sure that 
work lasts. The work in the watershed is preventative maintenance, continuing to keep 
the lake clean after restoration.” 

 
The DNR and local partners will consider a number of restoration options to 

improve water quality, including improving shoreline access, lake dredging, protecting 
the shoreline from erosion and eliminating rough fish, like carp. 

 
For more information about the meeting, contact the Southeast District Fisheries 

office at Lake Darling at (319) 694-2430. 
 

### 
 
 
 



[Electronic photo available] 
ROADSIDE PRAIRIES PROVIDE SUMMER COLOR FOR IOWA 
MOTORISTS 
By Lowell Washburn 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
 

The drive across Iowa is getting prettier by the day. 
 
It's mid-summer and the tall grass prairie is in full bloom.  Butterfly milkweed, 

purple coneflower, rough blazing star, gay feather ---- There’re all there and it‘s just for 
you. 

 
Living remnants of the same spectacular plant forms that once dominated Iowa’s 

presettlement landscape are now inhabiting the right-of-ways along our interstate and 
primary highway systems.  Regardless of whether you pass through Iowa from north to 
south or east to west, the rich kaleidoscope of yellows, purple, and orange is guaranteed 
to grab your attention. 

 
But this summer wave of color did not happen by accident.  The dramatic 

roadside plant show is the direct result of a common sense, labor of love and is brought to 
you by Iowa’s Department of Transportation. 

 
"It’s taken some time, but I think Iowa roadsides now contain enough prairie 

acres that people are really beginning to take notice and enjoy the beauty," says Mark 
Masteller, Chief Landscape Architect for the Iowa DOT. 

 
"We’ve began receiving a number of positive comments, especially from out of 

state travelers who have recently journeyed through Iowa." 
 
According to Masteller, the color surge first gained roots during the 1970s Gas 

Crisis when DOT workers were forced to dramatically curtail maintenance of rural 
roadways.  Road workers soon began experimenting with native forbs [flowers] and 
grasses as a cost effective way to re-seed construction sites.  Road commissioners liked 
what they saw, and the program expanded. 

 
By the mid-1980s, native prairie grasses were being used to re-seed construction 

sites statewide.  But the project did have its critics. 
 
"We received calls from a number of people, some of them were pretty angry," 

recalls Masteller.  "The most frequent criticisms asked why in the world were we [DOT] 
destroying perfectly good grasses to seed prairie." 

 
"At the time, we were annually spending $3 million on weed control and silt 

removal.  The truth was that those perfectly good grasses weren't so perfect after all.  
Prairie plantings actually saved money by reducing maintenance costs -- things like 



spraying, mowing, and silt removal.  The expense of prairie planting was, and still is, a 
very small part of our budget." 

 
In addition to the significant cost savings associated with native grasses, prairie 

planters soon began to discover additional roadside benefits.  During summer drought 
prairie plants easily withstood the extreme heat that caused traditional [non-native] 
seedings to curl up and wither away.  Native grasses also proved superior in managing 
storm water and preventing erosion.  During winter, prairie grasses were better able to 
bear the weight of heavy snowfall which resulted in less blowing and drifting.  Pavement 
stayed high and dry with fewer days of icy travel and less salt on roadways. 

 
"Many people are surprised to learn that we design a custom seed mix for each 

new project," said Masteller.  "If an area has a significant thistle problem, we go heavier 
on the grasses.  On some of the more showy areas we may plant up 50 percent forbs.  
Most of the time, we try to mimic what occurred here naturally which is a blend of 70 
percent grass and 30 percent forbs." 

 
During the past two years, the DOT has seeded around 8,000 acres of new 

roadside projects.  As is the case with all new prairie plantings, patience is the key. 
 
"When establishing new areas, we often get calls informing us that a seeding has 

totally failed," said Masteller.  "In almost every case, the prairie suddenly appears the 
next summer.” 

 
“It all takes time.  Once the prairie begins to show its color, everyone is happy." 

 
 

### 
 

 
PENNSYLVANIA MAN CHARGED WITH DNR LICENSE FRAUD 
 

Reece Allen Hills, 35, of Fairview, Pa., has been charged with four counts of 
fraud for applying for resident Iowa hunting licenses as a resident of Pennsylvania.  Hill 
also faces two counts of game violations for allegedly killing a wild turkey on one of the 
fraudulent licenses in the spring second turkey season of 2007, and attempting to take 
deer in 2006 on a fraudulent license.   

 
The violations occurred in northeast Iowa.  If convicted on all counts, Hills could 

face fines and liquidated damages amounting to nearly $1,300 or 30 days in jail on each 
of the six counts.  

 
Iowa DNR Conservation Officer Dave Elledge began the investigation in April 

2007 with cooperation from Pennsylvania Game Warden Mike Wojtecki, after 
complaints from local Iowa residents about Hills alleged violations.  Pennsylvania 
authorities are conducting an investigation to determine if Hills received any improper 



licenses there, as a person cannot claim residency in two states at the same time when 
obtaining DNR licenses. 

 
Crossing state lines with intent to commit a fish and game violation, and also 

transporting illegally taken fish or game across state lines are also federal offenses.  All 
persons are presumed innocent until convicted in a court of law.  
 

 
### 

 
 
YOUNG OSPREYS BEGIN TO FLY 
 

The 30 young ospreys placed at five Iowa sites between July 11 and 14 are 
beginning to fledge and are taking their first flights.   

 
Cameras were placed at Lake Red Rock and Clear Lake so the young ospreys can 

be seen over the internet.  Website connections have been established at 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/parks/state_park_list/elk_rock.html for the Elk Rock osprey site.   

 
The Clear Lake ospreys can be viewed at by opening Internet Explorer to 
http://167.142.174.229:4080  If viewers are requested to download and install 

Axis software, do so.  You must also agree to the software usage agreement.  It is 
required for camera control. You will get the following screen.  The username is 
ospreycam and password is ospreycam. 

 
Ospreys have been nesting in Iowa since 2003 with 16 young produced so far 

from eight successful nestings.  In 2006 there were six nesting attempts and four nests 
produced eight young.  In 2007 there are eight nesting pairs.  All Iowa ospreys have a 
purple band with number and letter on right leg and silver USFWS band on left leg.  The 
wild-produced ospreys from Iowa have a green USFWS band.   
 
 

### 
 

IOWA FISHING REPORT 
For the week of July 31, 2007 

www.iowadnr.gov 
 

This is the FINAL WEEKLY FISHING REPORT of the season.  Fishing reports 
will be issued EVERY OTHER WEEK into the fall. For current information on fishing 
conditions for your lake or area, contact the office in that district. Phone numbers are 
listed with each district report.   

 



Southeast 
Mississippi River Pools 16 to 20: Water levels on the Mississippi River are back 

to low summer levels.  Tail water levels are 3.45 feet at Lock and Dam 16, 3.56 feet at 
Lock and Dam 17, and 1.43 feet at Lock and Dam 18.  River stage at Muscatine is 5.99 
feet.  Water levels are forecasted to stay stable over the next week.  Water temperature at 
Lock and Dam 16 is 82 degrees.   

In Pool 16, walleye and sauger are being caught on the wing dams with jigs and 
minnows.  Cast the jig to the top of the wing dam and work it down the front.  Wing 
dams around Credit Island and the I-280 Bridge have been good.  A few walleyes have 
been caught trolling with crankbaits in Sylvan Slough.   

Channel catfish are being caught on stink baits and cut bait around Credit Island. 
Channel catfish are still being caught along rocky shorelines by drifting a bobber with a 
leech.  

Bluegills and crappies are being caught in the backwaters on wax worms. 
White bass are biting below Locks and Dams 15, 16, and 18 casting spinners, 

small crankbaits, and little jigs with twister tails.           
Some smallmouth bass are being caught in Sylvan Slough.  Look for areas with 

rock and current.  Wing dams can also be very productive for smallmouth bass with low 
water conditions.    

Largemouth bass fishing has been good in Pool 17 in the backwater areas and 
below the spillways of the lock and dams. 

Freshwater drum are being caught along the main channel can sloughs fishing 
night crawlers on the bottom.    

Lake Darling (Washington): Catfishing has been spotty, but when they have been 
hitting it has been very good.  In the morning, fish in 4 to 5 feet of water, then move out 
to the 10 to 12-foot flat in the middle of the lake by late morning.  Remember there are 
flathead catfish in the lake…a 41 pounder was caught last Tuesday.    

Lake Geode (Henry): Bluegill fishing is slow to fair using jigs at the edges of the 
weed lines along the drop-offs.  Bass fishing has been slow as the water heats up.  Try 
late evening along the weed lines.    

Lake Belva Deer (Keokuk): Bluegill fishing remains fair.  The fish seem to be 
tight to the habitat and are staying in the shade to keep cool.   

Lake Rathbun (Appanoose): Channel catfish have been biting on minnows and 
night crawlers.  White bass have been hitting on crankbaits and minnows.  Watch for 
schools of shad breaking the surface and the white bass should be nearby.   

Lake Sugema (Van Buren): Bluegills have been hitting on small jigs.  Crappies 
have been hitting in the evenings in 8 to 10 feet of water using small jigs. Largemouth 
bass have been hitting on a variety of artificial lures.        

Lake Wapello (Davis): Channel catfish have been hitting on liver and night 
crawlers.  Bluegills have been hitting on small jigs.  Largemouth bass have been hitting 
on spinner baits.    

Lake Keomah (Mahaska): Largemouth bass have been hitting on rubber worms 
and spinner baits.  Channel catfish have been biting on stink bait and liver.        

Diamond Lake (Poweshiek): Fish early morning or late evening for channel 
catfish.  Most of the typical smelly baits are working.  Some crappies are being picked up 
by drifting for suspended fish, or by fishing around deeper brush.    



Pleasant Creek (Linn): Fish in 8 to 10 feet of water with a variety of baits for 
channel catfish.  Early and late tend to be the best periods.    

Cedar River (Linn): Anglers are picking up some channel catfish below the dams 
on shad.  A few smallmouth bass are being picked upon spinners and twisters.    

Skunk River (Washington and Henry): Catfishing has been fair.  The river seems 
to have leveled off but is still above normal.    

For more information on fishing in southeast Iowa, call the regional office in 
Brighton at 319-694-2430. 

 
Northeast 

Mississippi River Pools 9 to 15: Water levels on the Mississippi River rose over 
the weekend, but are expected to fall throughout the upcoming week.  Water levels on 
Monday were 8.1 feet at Lansing, 12.5 feet at Lynxville, Wis., 4.3 feet at Guttenberg, 
7.22 feet in Dubuque, 3.87 feet at Bellevue, and 9.25 feet in Camanche.  Water 
temperature is around 80 degrees and clarity has improved.  Heading into August, the 
shallow backwater areas are becoming anoxic (low dissolved oxygen levels) due to heavy 
vegetation.  In order to survive, the bluegills, crappie and largemouth bass typically found 
in the backwaters have moved to the side channels and main channel with current and 
higher oxygen levels. When searching for fish, do not stay in one spot more than 15 to 20 
minutes without a bite.  It usually pays to move to find the right combination of current 
and bottom type for the species you are after.  At this time of year, fish are often 
concentrated on the tips of the wing dams in 10 to 16 feet of water.  Boaters are reminded 
to stay alert as lower water levels increase the underwater hazards including wing dams, 
stumps and rocks.  Care should also be taken at the boat ramps.  Often during low water, 
it is easy to back off the end of the cement ramp and damage the trailer axle. 

Fishing is good to excellent for channel catfish in Pools 9 to 15 as they continue 
to move onto the rocks to spawn.  Fish worms, minnows, cut bait or stink baits by drifting 
the bait under a bobber through the rocks and riprap in the main channel and running 
sloughs.  Also try fishing stink baits along the woody debris in the side channels or on the 
outside end of wing dams.  Anglers are also having success pitching scented jigs into the 
rock crevices. 

Bluegill fishing has been good in an array of spots from the backwaters to the 
main channel in Pools 9 to 15 using night crawlers on the bottom and off of brush piles.   
Try fishing at the near-shore section of the wing dams or around log piles off the main 
channel.  During low water levels, bluegills and other species often move to main channel 
border areas off rock piles or dead fall trees.  Remember, not every snag will hold fish, so 
if you have not had a bite after about 20 minutes, move to another snag until you find the 
fish. 

Fishing for freshwater drum (sheephead) is consistently good in Pools 9 to 15 
using a simple sliding sinker and a night crawler on the bottom.  The larger drum, many 
around 5 pounds, are being caught using crayfish.  These big ones are more for sport; 
although, some anglers used them for smoking.  Night crawlers will yield fish of all sizes, 
but primarily the smaller edible-size drum.  Drum are found mostly in current situations 
and you do not need a boat to catch them.  Tailwater areas and wing dams are good areas 
to fish for drum, but remember to move if you do not get a bite within 15 minutes.     



Largemouth and smallmouth bass fishing is good to excellent in Pools 9 to 15, 
with many 11 to 13-inch bass being caught.  Bass hit on a variety of lures including small 
spinners, crankbaits, jigs, top-water lures and soft plastics.  Both species are feeding 
heavily along rocky areas with current.  Try backwater sloughs along the snags for 
hungry largemouth.  Many largemouth bass have moved to edges of current situations to 
feed on minnows.  The key to bass fishing is to find habitat and structure.  Riprap banks, 
snags and logs along the shoreline or a combination of these structures is even better.  
Anglers fishing the rock and woody structure in current areas are catching smallmouth 
bass using in-line spinners, jigs, stick baits, and crankbaits.  Seek areas with some flow as 
the water level is dropping and temperature is increasing. 

Northern pike fishing continues to be good to excellent in Pools 9 to 15.  
Minnesota Slough (Pool 9) north of Harpers Ferry has been very good for pike as well as 
Harpers Slough (Pool 10) near Harpers Ferry.  Pike will seek cool water as the 
summertime water temperature continues to rise.  Spinners, larger crankbaits or white jigs 
work well.  Northern pike have generally been smaller, around 25 inches, although, a few 
fish up to 14 pounds are being reported.  

Cedar River (Mitchell, Floyd and Chickasaw): Water levels are low and clear.  A 
few walleyes are being caught on jigs tipped with a minnow at Nashua.  Some crappies 
are being caught there on the same setup.  Below Nashua, smallmouth bass are biting on 
twister tails fished in the riffles.  Channel catfishing is fair on chicken liver and dead 
chubs.   

Cedar and Shell Rock rivers (Butler, Bremer and Black Hawk): Fishing has 
improved due in part to stable water conditions.  Channel catfish are biting well on night 
crawlers, chicken liver and stink baits.  Smallmouth bass fishing is good using crankbaits 
or a jig tipped with a night crawler.  Fishing is fair for walleyes using jigs tipped with a 
night crawler.  Concentrate along the rocky shorelines or current breaks near logjams. 

Maquoketa River (Delaware): Fishing is good for 10 to 12 inch channel catfish.  
A few walleyes are also biting. 

Turkey River (Clayton): Water level and clarity is very good.  Smallmouth bass 
fishing is good using night crawlers, twister tails or shad raps in the riffles.  Rock bass are 
being caught on small pieces of night crawler fished next to rock boulders and riprap.  
Walleye fishing is fair using a variety of lures throughout the day.  Channel catfishing is 
good below the Elkader Dam using cut baits and a variety of other catfishing favorites. 

Upper Iowa River (Winneshiek and Allamakee): Water is a little turbid, but 
fishable and improves as you travel upstream.  The river should be looking good by the 
middle and the end of this week as long as the rains hold off.  Walleye fishing has been 
excellent using crankbaits, white twister tails and jigs tipped with night crawlers and 
other live bait above the upper dam.  Below the lower dam, walleye fish has been slower 
but should pick up as the river clears.  Fishing for smallmouth bass is good above the 
upper dam using twister tails, shad raps, crankbaits and night crawlers on the edge of the 
current breaks.  Below the lower dam, smallmouth fishing is slower, but a few are still 
being caught.  Northern pike fishing has been slow, but there were reports of trophy-sized 
fish being caught using crankbaits in the very lower end of the river.  Channel catfish 
fishing is fair at the lower dam and downstream using chicken liver or night crawlers on 
the bottom.   



Yellow River (Winneshiek and Allamakee): Water levels are normal and clarity 
is fine.  Smallmouth bass fishing is excellent on a variety of lures.   

Black Hawk County Lakes and Ponds: Fishing has slowed.   
Lake Delhi (Delaware): Crappie fishing is good using live minnows in deeper 

water.  Channel catfishing is good using chicken liver, stink baits, cut baits or worms 
fished on the bottom. 

Lake Hendricks (Howard): Channel catfishing is fair using chicken liver, stink 
bait, cut bait, or worms on the bottom.  Catfish that are being caught are the larger-sized 
fish.  Fishing is fair for bluegills on wax worms or a piece of night crawler suspended 
under a bobber, or with artificial flies.  Try using smaller gear when fishing mid-day to 
hook the finicky ones.  A few crappies are being caught with minnows under a bobber on 
the weed lines.  Largemouth bass fishing is good using top-water lures in the evening and 
fair using plastic worms worked near structure the rest of the day. 

Lake Meyer (Winneshiek): Channel catfish are in the shallows next to the larger 
logs and riprap.  Catfishing is good using chicken liver or dead chubs fished over the 
snags on the south and west sides of the lake.  They are also being caught in the evenings 
on the east side in the shallows using chicken liver on the bottom.  Crappies can be 
caught along the weed edges using crappie jigs.  Try fishing in 8 to 10 feet of water on 
the west side next to the weed edge.  Bluegill fishing is good on night crawlers or angle 
worms under a bobber near the weeds, with sorting of some smaller fish required.  
Largemouth bass are being caught with surface lures especially in the evening hours.  Try 
using plastic weed less worms during other hours of the day. 

Volga Lake (Fayette): Fishing is picking up for channel catfish using night 
crawlers or liver on the bottom.  Largemouth bass fishing is good in the early morning 
and late evening hours.  Use slower-moving artificial lures along structure.  Bluegill 
fishing is good using wax worms or crawlers under a bobber with many small fish. 

Trout fishing and stream conditions are excellent.  Mornings and evenings 
usually provide the best success for catching trout.  In mid-summer, these times of day 
are easier on the angler as well.  Many trout stream stockings are announced and the 
dates of proposed stockings can be found on the Iowa DNR website at www.iowadnr.gov 
or by calling the trout stocking hotline at 563-927-5736.   

For information on fishing in northeast Iowa, call the regional office in 
Manchester at 563-927-3276. 

 
Northwest 

Spirit Lake (Dickinson): Smallmouth bass fishing is good throwing grubs around 
shallow rock piles from Big Stoney all the way to Reeds Run.  Fishing is fair for yellow 
perch and bluegills along weed lines on the south shore.  

West Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): Bluegill fishing is fair over deep rocks using 
garden worms. Fishing is good for largemouth bass using leeches or night crawlers 
around weed lines.  Smallmouth bass fishing is good using crawdads around Fort Dodge, 
Pillsbury and Gull Point.  Fishing is fair for muskies trolling in the evening. 

East Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): Muskie fishing is fair trolling in the evening. 
West Fork of the Des Moines River (Emmet): Fishing is good for channel 

catfish using night crawlers for small fish and cut bait for larger fish. Some great fishing 



is occurring from Estherville to Graettinger. Use a canoe and fish the holes along this 
stretch. Catch your own bait and make a day of it. 

Little Sioux River (Dickinson): Fishing is good for channel catfish using cut bait.  
Storm Lake (Buena Vista): Fishing is fair to good for channel catfish and is good 

for white bass along the shoreline with twisters. 
Black Hawk Lake (Sac): Channel catfish fishing is fair on a variety of baits, with 

chicken liver working the best.  
Brushy Creek (Webster): Anglers are catching nice sized bluegills right off the 

bottom in 10 to 15 feet of water. The larger bass have moved deeper, fish 15 to 20 feet 
deep. A few crappies have been caught in the early morning along the shoreline. 

Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo): Yellow bass are hitting live bait. The yellows are 
between 7 and 8 inches, with a few of the larger ones mixed in.  

Beeds Lake (Franklin): Fishing is fair for crappies trolling small jigs along the 
causeway.  Sorting is required for larger fish. Largemouth bass are hitting spinner baits, 
plastic worms and jigs, with the best fishing in the early morning or in the evening.  

Indian Lake, Eldred Sherwood Park (Hancock): Fishing is fair to good for 
bluegills using night crawlers along the vegetation. Largemouth bass fishing is fair in the 
mornings and evenings using plastics and spinner baits.  Channel catfish are hitting on 
stink bait and liver, especially in the evening. 

East Fork of the Des Moines River (Kossuth): Channel catfish fishing is good 
using liver, frogs or stink baits near snags.  

Smith Lake (Kossuth): Fishing is good for largemouth bass using spinner baits 
and jerk baits.  Remember Smith Lake has an 18-inch minimum length limit on bass.  
Channel catfish fishing is good using chicken liver, stink baits and dead chubs.  

Lake Cornelia (Wright): Fishing is excellent for channel catfish using chicken 
liver, stink bait or dead chubs.  

For more information on fishing in northwest Iowa, call the regional office in 
Spirit Lake at 712-336-1840. 

 
Southwest 

Farm Ponds: Fishing is good for bluegill, largemouth bass and channel catfish. 
Icaria (Adams): Anglers are catching channel catfish.   
Little River (Decatur): Channel catfish are biting in the bays on stink baits.  

Some bluegills and crappies are being caught from the deeper flooded timber at the lower 
end of the lake. 

Wilson (Taylor): Channel catfish are biting on stink baits or liver.  
Windmill (Taylor): Anglers are catching channel catfish on liver. 
Green Valley (Union): Fishing is good for channel catfish on night crawlers and 

liver in the shallow bays.  Some bluegills are being caught from the cedar trees. 
Three Mile (Union): Crappies and bluegills are being caught from the flooded 

trees in 8 to 12 feet of water.  Some walleye can be caught from the mounds. 
Twelve Mile (Union): Channel catfish are being caught on all types of baits.  

Bluegills can be caught from the deeper flooded trees.  Anglers can catch largemouth 
bass up to 17 inches, although most between 11 and 13 inches. 



Badger Creek (Madison): Channel catfish are being caught from the shallow 
bays during the late evening.  Small bluegills can be caught from the ends of the jetties or 
from the flooded tree stumps. 

Three Fires (Taylor): Bluegill are being caught from the trees in 6 to 10 feet 
deep.  Anglers are catching some nice channel catfish on liver or stink baits.  Largemouth 
bass fishing is good near structure.  The lake is full and easily usable. 

Fogle Lake (Ringgold): Several bluegills are being caught from the deeper 
flooded trees on night crawlers.  The channel catfish are biting on stink baits or night 
crawlers in the rocks or close to shore. 

West Osceola (Clarke): Largemouth bass fishing is good near shore and around 
the trees. 

Contact: Gary Sobotka (641) 464-3108 for information on the above area 
lakes. 

Big Creek (Polk): Crappies are being caught on small minnows fished under a 
bobber. Bluegills are hitting on jigs and bait. Largemouth bass are hitting plastics and 
top-water baits in the mornings and evenings. Catfishing is decent on worms and 
crawdads.  

Hickory Grove (Story): Bass fishing is decent on plastics and crankbaits. 
Bluegills and crappies are being picked up on small jigs. Catfishing is fair at night on 
worms. 

Saylorville (Polk): White bass and wiper fishing is still consistent. Small 
crankbaits and spinners in white or chrome are the best bet. Catfishing is very good on 
night crawlers, liver and live bait. 

Saylorville Dam (Polk): Catfishing is very good on chicken liver and night 
crawlers in the evening. Lots of drum are being caught along with a few white bass and 
walleye here and there. 

Des Moines River (Polk): Catfishing is very good on shrimp, liver, worms, large 
minnows, frogs and crawdads. 

Ahquabi (Warren): Some small bass are biting on plastics around wood. Bluegills 
are biting on jigs and bait under a bobber. Overall, fishing is slow. 

Easter Lake (Polk): Catfishing is fair on chicken liver and night crawlers. Small 
bluegills are biting on worms under a bobber. 

Don Williams (Boone): Catfishing is decent on liver and worms. Crappies are 
still being caught on minnows and night crawlers. Largemouth bass are hitting top-water 
baits and a few walleye are being caught.  

Red Rock (Marion): The white bass and wiper bite is still going strong. The most 
consistent bite has been the White Breast area. Small rattle traps and blade baits in white 
and chrome colors seem to be working the best. 

Contact: Ben Dodd (515) 432-2823, Ext.108, for information on the above 
area lakes 

Orient (Adair): Channel catfish fishing is fair during the day on prepared baits.  
Bluegills are fair and can be caught on small jigs and tipped with night crawlers. 
Largemouth bass is fair using a slow retrieve and plastic worms.  

Nodaway (Adair): Bluegill fishing is fair using small jigs tipped with night 
crawlers. Crappies are slow, but a few are being caught around brush piles with minnows.  
Channel catfish is fair using liver. 



Greenfield (Adair): Bluegill fishing is fair around brush piles or drifting jigs 
tipped with night crawlers.  Largemouth bass are being caught using plastic baits and 
spinner baits. Channel catfish fishing has been fair using liver. 

Morman Trail (Adair): Bluegills are fair on south and west side of lake.  
Channel catfish is good using liver around jetties and the shallow bays in the evening.  
Largemouth bass can be caught on plastic baits. 

Littlefield (Audubon): Crappie fishing is slow, but a few are being caught drifting 
a jig and minnow.  Bluegills are fair casting a small jig tipped with night crawlers.  
Channel catfish has been fair in shallow bays and corners of the dam using stink bait. 

Anita (Cass): Anglers are catching 7 to 8-inch bluegill using jigs from shore and 
around the jetties.  Channel catfish, 2 to 6 pound size, are being caught on night crawlers 
and blood bait.  Largemouth bass fishing has been fair for fish up to 18 inches using 
crankbaits and jigs around brush piles and rock piles.   

DeSoto Bend (Harrison): Crappie fishing is slow.  Channel catfish is fair on 
outside bend close to shore in the rocks.  Dip baits with a red worm have been producing 
fish between 2 and 4 pounds. 

Manawa (Pottawattamie): A few walleyes are being caught on west shore using 
Lindy rigs and crankbaits. Channel catfish is fair drifting cut bait or shrimp.   

Arrowhead (Pottawattamie): Bluegills are fair using jigs with night crawlers.  
Fish are 7 to 8 inches.  Channel catfish are fair using liver and prepared bait close to 
shore around jetties. 

Prairie Rose (Shelby): Fishing is fair for crappies and bluegill drifting jigs tipped 
with minnows or night crawlers.  Channel catfish is slow fishing shallow bays with liver.  
A few largemouth bass are being caught using crawdad-colored lures. 

Willow (Harrison): Bluegill fishing is slow with a few fish being caught on jigs 
tipped with night crawlers.  Fishing has been fair for 12 to 14-inch bass on plastic worms 
and crankbaits. 

Schaben (Harrison): Bluegills are fair using small jigs tipped with night crawlers.  
Largemouth bass are being caught on night crawlers and plastic baits. 

Middle Raccoon River (Guthrie): The “No Kill” stretch below Lenon Mills is 
fair for smallmouth bass using 1/32-ounce jigs tipped with a night crawler. 

Farm Ponds are good for largemouth bass, bluegill and channel catfish.  Be sure 
to ask permission from the landowner first. 

Contact: Bryan Hayes (712) 769-2587 for information on the above area 
lakes. 

For more information on fishing in southwest Iowa, call the regional office in 
Lewis at 712-769-2587. 
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